
Family & Community Developmental 
Screening Request for Proposals

March 20, 2023

Prenatal to 5 
Universal Developmental Screening 



AGENDA
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• Overview of Best Start for Kids

• Review key elements of the 

Request for Proposals (RFP)

• Criteria overview

• ZoomGrants demonstration

• Question and answers



LOGISTICS
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How to ask questions:

Zoom: add your questions 
to the chat box.

Phone: We’ll allow you 
to unmute at the end 
for questions.



RFP Lead

Alice Casey

She/her

Program 
Manager

Juliette Escobar

She/her

Additional Team 
Member(s)

Linda Carr

She/her



VISION

We want to see babies 
born healthy, kids thrive, 
and young people grow 
up to be happy, healthy, 
successful adults.

Happy, Healthy, 
Safe and Thriving
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MISSION

Best Starts for Kids 
strengthens families and 
communities so that babies 
are born healthy, children 
thrive and establish a strong 
foundation for life, and 
young people grow into 
happy, healthy adults. 
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CYAB AND EQUITY STATEMENT

• Equity is an ardent journey 
toward well-being as 
defined by the affected

• Equity is disruptive 
and uncomfortable and 
not voluntary

• Equity is fundamental to the 
community we want to build

Full statement can be found here. 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/community-human-services/initiatives/best-starts-for-kids/advisory-board.aspx


POLICY &
SYSTEMS 
CHANGE

EARLY
INTERVENTION

PREVENTIONPROMOTION
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PRINCIPLES



Funding Basics for 
Best Starts 2.0

• 6-year property tax levy

• 19 cents per $1,000 
assessed value

• Average cost: $114 
for 600K home
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INVESTMENT AMOUNTS FOR 2.0 LEVY (2022 – 2027)

Investing Early  (P-5) – 50% of remaining levy

Sustaining the Gain (5-24) – 37% of remaining levy

Communities Matter – 8% of remaining levy

Homelessness Prevention - ~ $22M 

Data and Evaluation – 5% of remaining levy

TA/ Capacity Building – ~$10M

Child Care – ~$200M 

Capital Projects – up to $50M



BACKGROUND: UDS LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS 
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• 2-year research project with Cardea Services

• Experiences with developmental screening & beyond

• Diversified outreach beyond health care & specialist

• Elevated voice of parents, caregivers, and advocates



1. Ensure coordination of early care, education, and healthcare 
systems so they quickly respond to families’ needs

2. Strengthen the child services workforce through training and 
transforming organizations and systems

3. Make developmental screening and services that celebrate 
developmental progress available and accessible to all families

4. Drive equity by enhancing screening tools, practices, referrals, 
and services that meet families where they are
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UDS STRATEGIC PLAN



2018 → 2023



HOW DOES IT CONNECT TO THE LARGER BEST STARTS 
WORK?
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BSK Implementation Plan 2022- 2027

Early childhood practitioners use developmental screening 
to celebrate milestones and monitor signs that a young 
child may be delayed in one or more areas of 
development.

Families are supported in understanding their child’s 
development and connecting with a wide range of 
resources to support their growth and wellbeing. 



WHO IS THIS RFP FOR?
*RFP = REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
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Ideal applicants will:

Reflect a deep understanding of the language, culture, and/or ethnicity of the parents, 
caregivers, and families they serve.

Uphold and center community needs and interests in all decisions and recommendations.

Understand the local impacts of historical and current systemic racism.

Know the landscape of resources and services available to families with young children in King 
County.

Know the range of barriers families face when seeking resources and services.

Understand the stigma present in many communities regarding developmental differences.

Provide direct service staff equitable compensation. 



FUNDING PRIORITIES
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• Culturally Rooted: Founded with the cultural norms, traditions, and values of a specific 

community

• Family-Centered: Hold families as the experts and services reflect the needs, desires, and 
strengths of the family. 

• Relationship-based: Have established or establishes and maintains safety, consistency, 
and trust in relationships and partnerships through mutually accountable, transparent, 
responsive, and customized-to-context communication and support

• Strengths-based and inclusive:  Dispels myths and promote positive messages about 

early childhood milestones, brain development, and differences in development to reduce 

stigma about delays, disabilities, and mental health concerns.

.

The purpose of this RFP is to fund developmental programs and 
learning opportunities in partnership with groups and 
organizations that demonstrate the following attributes:



SUMMARY Funding available: $7,092,200

Application due date: April 20, 2023, 

2:00 pm

Contract period: August 1, 2023- June 

30, 2026; 35 months

Funding request limits: There is no 
maximum amount to be requested

Anticipated number of awards: 8-15
17



1. Family-Centered 

Developmental Programs

Partner with families to increase interest 

and access to developmental screening 

and referrals for young children, 

destigmatize developmental differences, 

and to support parents to become the 

trusted messengers of these topics in their 

communities. 

2. Community-Designed 

UDS Learning Opportunites 

Selected partners will design and 

provide customized learning 

opportunities to the audiences of their 

choice on culturally situated topics 

related to early childhood development. 

➢ Culturally Rooted: Founded with the cultural norms, traditions, and values of a specific community

➢ Family-Centered: Hold families as the experts and offer services that reflect the needs, desires, and strengths of families

➢ Relationship-based: Have established or establishes and maintains safety, consistency, and trust in relationships and 

partnerships through mutually accountable, transparent, responsive, and customized-to-context communication and support

➢ Strengths-based and inclusive: Dispel myths and promote positive messages about early childhood milestones, brain 

development, and differences in development to reduce stigma about delays, disabilities, and mental health concerns.

1.Celebrate Early 

Childhood 

Development
2. Supports 

for 3 to 5 

Years Olds

Audiences
Recommended 

Topics3. Parent 

Champions 

Pilot

Types of 

learning 

opportunites 

Family & Community Developmental Screening



1. Family-Centered Developmental Programs

Partner with families to increase interest and access to developmental 

screening and referrals for young children, to destigmatize developmental 

differences, and to support parents to become the trusted messengers of these 

topics in their communities. 

*Select 1 or a combination of the following program focuses

1.Celebrate Early 

Childhood Development

2. Supports for 3 to 5 

Years Olds

3. Parent Champion 

Pilot
Developmental education, 

monitoring, and/or screenings. 

Referrals with Warm 

Connections for families that 

need additional developmental 

services. 

Strategies to reduce stigmas 

and address misconceptions 

about developmental delays, 

disabilities, and mental health 

concerns. 

Partnering with local ChildFind or Early 

Childhood Special Education programs; 

Informing families of their rights, building 

awareness about supports and 

resources, and promoting advocacy 

skills; and 

Offering developmental screening, 

unless the child already has a diagnosed 

delay or disability. 

Parents provide developmental 

promotion to peers in their 

communities. 

The funded applicant will select, train, and support 

Parent(s) to provide developmental education, 

monitoring, and/or screening to peers in the 

environments best suited for their community. 

Parents will have opportunities to advise, co-create, 

or lead program creation or implementation and to 

participate in professional development alongside 

applicant’s program staff



2. Community-Designed UDS Learning Opportunities

Selected partners will design and provide customized learning opportunities to the 

audiences of their choice on culturally situated topics related to early childhood development. 

• Basics of development 

• Social emotional development

• Connecting with families about their child’s 

development 

• External influences on early childhood 

development including Caregiver wellbeing, 

Perinatal Mood and Anxiety Disorders

• Childhood lead poisoning 

• Novel approaches to developmental screenings to 

meet the needs of BIPOC children and families.

• Shared Decision Making

Recommended Topics
*See full RFP for details

Discussion groups.

Coaching and/or 

mentoring.

Peer learning.

Coffee/teatime 

discussions.

In person, virtual, hybrid.

Types of learning 

opportunites 

Soon to be Parents.

Existing Parents.

Kinship Caregivers.

Early learning practitioners.

Medical providers serving their 

community.

Interpreters that support direct 

service programs

Audiences

Capacity 

Building 

Supports

Needs 

assessment,

Support for 

content 

creation,

Skill building 

workshops, 

Community of 

Practice 



TIMELINE

RFQ release March 13, 2023

Online info session March 20, 2023

In-person info session April 5, 2023

Deadline to ask questions via ZoomGrants April 18, 2023

Application due date April 20, 2023

RFQs rated and review April 26 to May 18, 2023

Applicant interview period From May 25 to May 26, 2023

Notification of RFQ Status Mid-June 2023

Contract Discussions Mid-June though July 2023

Potential contract start date August 1, 2023
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DATA AND EVALUATION
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• Awarded providers will participate in...

• Performance Measurement planning in collaboration with 
BSK staff. This will include selecting performance 
measures from a menu of options that best reflect your 
work.

• Awarded providers will be required to...

• Report aggregate and/or individual-level data on either 
a quarterly or semi-annual basis. Reporting will include 
demographic data.

• Submit annual narrative reports.



RFQ RATING 
& REVIEW
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• Carefully review the rating criteria.

• The review panel will closely follow 
this scoring rubric. 

• All proposals submitted will go 
through a formal review process. 

• The appeals process is outlined in 
the RFP.



APPLICATION TIPS
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• 1 single application

• Build in planning, hiring, & onboarding 

• Unrated Question 4:If Best Starts is unable to fund your project at the level requested, what areas of your proposal 
will you want to prioritize OR how will you adjust the proposal with a reduced funding amount?

• Answer questions thoroughly

• Rated questions are grouped by these 4 priorities:



BUDGET TIPS

25

• Budgets should be developed for the length of the contract term. 

• If you are applying as one organization, you only need to use the 
budget labeled “Lead Applicant.” 

• If multiple individuals or orgs are applying as partnership, please 
detail individual budgets 

• You can budget by an hourly rate or FTE, depending on your 
structure.  

• Be sure to read the instructions!!



HOW TO 
APPLY
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To apply for this RFP, please visit:

www.zoomgrants.com/zgf/BSKFCDS

In ZoomGrants:

1. Respond to all questions under each tab.

2. Upload Budget Form documents to the Budget tab.

3. Application must be received no later than April 20th at 2:00 pm

4. Regularly check ZoomGrants for any updates, clarifications, or 
amendments to this RFx

5. If you experience technical issues with ZoomGrants, submit a 
ticket to ZoomGrants or contact the RFx Lead for assistance.

6. Allow sufficient time to ensure timely receipt of the application 
or to resolve any technical difficulties with ZoomGrants

http://www.zoomgrants.com/zgf/BSKFCDS


TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

Free technical assistance (TA) is available to 
support applicants and eliminate barriers 
that might prevent you from seeking 
funding.

TA providers can:

• Assist in determining appropriate fit between 
your program and the RFP;

• Provide guidance on how best to answer 
questions and where to find supportive data;

• Support application review, including editing 
and budget review. TA is not grant writing.
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https://beststartsblog.com/2022/02/22/technical-assistance-support-now-available-meet-our-consultants/


ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES
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• Next info session is: 

April 5, 11:00- 12:30, Bellevue Library 
Room 3 & Zoom

• Email questions to 
DCHSContracts@kingcounty.gov

• Contact Technical Assistance 
Providers directly for support 

• See the glossary of terms for a list 
of relevant definitions

mailto:DCHSContracts@kingcounty.gov


QUESTIONS?


