
Best Starts for Kids
Virtual Open House March 1, 2023

Increasing Blood Lead Testing for Children in King County



AGENDA
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• Welcome! Introductions

• Overview of Best Start for Kids

• Key elements of the Request for Proposals

• Criteria overview

• Timeline

• Question and answers



LOGISTICS
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How to ask questions:

Zoom: add your questions 
to the chat box.



VISION

We want to see babies 
born healthy, kids thrive, 
and young people grow 
up to be happy, healthy, 
successful adults.

Happy, Healthy, 
Safe and Thriving
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MISSION

Best Starts for Kids 
strengthens families and 
communities so that babies 
are born healthy, children 
thrive and establish a strong 
foundation for life, and 
young people grow into 
happy, healthy adults. 
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Equity is an 
ardent journey 
toward well-being 
as defined by 
the affected.
- CYAB Equity Statement

“
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THE 
PROBLEM OF 
LEAD 
EXPOSURE

• Lead is a neurotoxin – there are no safe 
levels of lead

• Lead exposure has disproportionate impacts 
on communities of color and low-income 
communities

• Limited awareness in the general public of 
the issue

• Low testing rates, despite policies requiring 
that Medicaid eligible children are tested at 
12 and 24 months

• Emerging sources of lead exposure, 
including culturally important items – not 
just lead paint



INCREASING 
BLOOD LEAD 
TESTING IN 
KING 
COUNTY 
CHILDREN

*RFP = REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL
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This RFP is in response to low blood 
lead testing rates in King County. 

• RFP developed to reflect community 
priorities

• Testing is important to identify blood 
poisoned children, find and remove 
sources of lead from child’s 
environment, and link children to 
developmental services



PRIMARY GOALS OF THE RFP
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• Educate and engage pediatric providers about the 
importance of blood lead testing and effective referrals 
for developmental services. 

• Provide technical assistance to pediatric providers to 
implement quality improvement measures that increase 
blood lead testing rates and improve access to 
developmental services for lead poisoned children (EMR 
flags, peer to peer education and support, CME…).

• Provide blood lead testing events in the community.
• Participation in the Lead Action Group



FOCUS 
COMMUNITIES • Pediatric providers and other medical 

personnel who serve children at 
increased risk of lead exposure.

• Focus communities at increased risk 
of lead exposure include, but are not 
limited to, Medicaid-eligible children 
and their families, immigrant and 
refugee families with young children, 
and Black, Indigenous, People of 
Color (BIPOC) families with young 
children.



WHO 
SHOULD 
APPLY

Organizations interested in applying to 
work with the LTP do NOT need a 
background in lead and toxics work. 

Ideal applicants have:

• A strong tie to pediatric providers and 
to the focus communities

• A passion for environmental justice and 
health equity

• Experience working collaboratively to 
design community-driven programs



SUMMARY
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Funding available: $900,000 total

Application due date: May 5, 2023

Contract period: Aug 2023 – Aug 2026

Funding request limit: $900,000 

Anticipated number of awards: 1 or 2



TIMELINE
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RFP release March 15
Online info session Week of March 20th
Deadline to request technical assistance At least 5 days prior to RFP due 

date
Deadline to contact King County with questions May 5, 2023
Application due date May 5
RFPs rated and review Week of May 15th
Applicant interview period N/A
Notification of RFP Status June 1
Contract Discussions Mid-June
Potential contract start date August 1



RFQ RATING 
& REVIEW
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• Review panel participates in 3 hour 
equity training together.

• The review panel will closely follow 
the scoring criteria.

• All proposals submitted will go 
through a formal review process.

• Recommendations are reviewed and 
approved by BSK Leadership and 
King County Council.



TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

Free technical assistance (TA) is available to 
support applicants and eliminate barriers 
that might prevent you from seeking 
funding.

TA providers can:

• Assist in determining appropriate fit between 
your program and the RFP;

• Provide guidance on how best to answer 
questions and where to find supportive data;

• Support application review, including editing 
and budget review. TA is not grant writing.
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https://beststartsblog.com/2022/02/22/technical-assistance-support-now-available-meet-our-consultants/


ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES
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• Next info session is week of March 
20th

• Email questions to: 
CPRES-BSK@kingcounty.gov

• Contact Technical Assistance 
Providers directly for support 

• See the glossary of terms for a list 
of relevant definitions

• Review the RFP instructions carefully 
to make sure your application is 
complete



QUESTIONS?



WANT TO LEARN ABOUT OTHER BEST STARTS 
FOR KIDS OPPORTUNITIES?
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This recorded open house session will 
be shared on the Best Starts for Kids blog
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