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Catholic Community Services of Western Washington (CCS) is the largest 
private provider of assistance to poor and vulnerable people in the State of 
Washington. CCS is the official social and human services agency outreach of the 

Catholic Church in Western Washington. The agency provides services such as 
affordable permanent housing, homeless shelters, counseling, youth services, in-home 
care for elders and disabled persons, family preservation services, and emergency 
assistance.

Our focus is to assist individuals, children, and families dealing with 
poverty, disparities, and inequities. Our service philosophy calls for individualized, 
tailored care for every person because people come from different backgrounds with 
different needs. We build on people’s strengths, looking in with an asset-based lens, 
offering support, and community. We do this best by integrating all the services 

available in the community in which they live and connecting them with the 
appropriate resources.

The Pregnancy & Parenting Support (PrePS) program is one of the 
foundational services of CCS. The agency has over 100 years of experience providing 

support services to pregnant women experiencing crisis and poverty. The program has 
shifted from focusing on pregnant women to including families with children 0-5 years 
of age. Underrepresented communities have fewer educational and supportive 
opportunities, PrePS works to increase access to services for those who are most in 
need. The services offered by the program include case management, childbirth 

preparation, parenting and life skills education, home visiting services, support groups, 
emergency assistance, and basic material support.
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The Congolese Integration Network’s (CIN) mission is to educate, usher, and lead 
a thriving community. We are located in SeaTac and between 2019 – 2021, 
the Congolese Integration Network (CIN) served a total of 2,250 unduplicated 

individuals in the King county area from cities such as Kent, Federal way, SeaTac, and 
others. CIN’s culturally and linguistically appropriate services help immigrants and 
refugees address language barriers, increase housing and income stability, lower their 
risk of homelessness, gain skills and resources, access information, and build 
community and family relations.

Since its creation, this program serves about 30 parents and 45 children annually 
and offers complimentary early learning education to low-income, non-English 
speaking families. CIN’s early learning specialists visit Congolese children as well as 
children from other parts of the African diaspora and their parents in their homes 

twice a week for 30 minutes each visit. The purpose of the program is to introduce 
African children to educational literacy and to coach parents to become the first 
educators of their children. The program promotes the healthy growth of immigrant 
and refugee children and acts as a bridge to culturally competent resources and 
coaching to reduce stigma as well as increase parents’ knowledge about child 

development. To strengthen families, a linguistically and culturally competent, 
Community Health Worker (CHW) works as a liaison to navigate health systems and 
resources, makes referrals for services, and bridges warm connections between 
parents and health providers. They ensure that parents are consulted and actively 
participate in the assessment and program-planning processes for their children.
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Encompass began in November 1966 as the Sno-Valley School for Special Needs and 
has grown to become an early childhood development center with the mission, “to 
partner with families to build healthy foundations for children.” And vision—A 

community where all children thrive. The vision and mission were drawn from the 
following organizational beliefs: We believe what happens early in life matters; We 
believe children need opportunities to flourish and reach their full potential; and We 
believe supported families strengthen communities.

Our organization serves children in the Snoqualmie Valley, Riverview, Skykomish, and 
Issaquah School Districts. This vast service area incorporates more than 1,150 square 
miles, with residents who represent a diverse economic base including families whose 
income is at or below the national poverty level and includes children and families who 
are recent immigrants who speak Spanish as their first language. Many rural families 

in our area are isolated from other services and lack transportation. Other challenges 
faced include lack of literacy/language proficiency, insufficient health care/insurance, 
food insecurity and inadequate housing. We also provide specialized services for 
families with children in foster or kinship care.
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FamilyWorks was incorporated in 1995 and took over operation of Solid Ground’s food 
bank in Wallingford in 1998. Over the years, we have expanded programs to be 
responsive to families and neighbors’ basic needs, stability, and long-term resiliency. 

Now with two food banks (one in Wallingford and one in Greenwood in partnership 
with the Salvation Army), a Family Resource Center, and a host of mobile and satellite 
programs, FamilyWorks served more than 7,100 children and adults last year. Through 
our Family Resource Center, we host a Women Infants and Children (WIC) clinic. 
FamilyWorks connects families and neighbors with nourishing food, essential 

resources, and a supportive community, so people can build resiliency to meet life’s 
challenges. FamilyWorks advocates with inclusion, dignity, and empowerment. 
In everything FamilyWorks does, we are guided by Family Support Principles, which 
affirm the importance of working in partnership with families in relationships based on 
equality and respect.

FamilyWorks’ goal is for families and individuals to meet their nutritional needs, build 
on their strengths, and work toward stability. We provide a range of services and 
resources to help them in this work. The pandemic, housing shortage, and rising 
inflation have caused tremendous hardships for our community, and the need for food 

and support have increased sharply. We continue to adapt and expand services to 
make them more nimble, mobile, and participant centric.
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Kindering is the largest Early Support agency serving urban East and north King 
County providing home-based, family-centered services to infants, young children and 
their families. Our programs focus on serving children from diverse cultures and socio-

economic backgrounds who are experiencing developmental delays or milestone gaps 
or children who are most at-risk for developmental delays. Kindering’s mission is to 
embrace children of diverse abilities and their families by providing the finest 
education and therapies to nurture hope, courage, and the skills to soar.

Kindering is a recognized leader in Early Support and known for implementing 
impactful services based on proven research. In 2021, Kindering served more than 
9,600 children and their families through developmental assessments; physical, 
speech, feeding, and mental health therapies; special education; vision consultation; 
toddler preschool; childcare consultation; CHERISH™ foster care supports; family 
counseling; and parent education.
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Ryther has a long history of serving underinsured and marginalized populations using 
a strength-based perspective and has set the organizational values of upholding 
trauma informed care as an agency framework and continuously advancing social 

justice. In the community Ryther is known for taking difficult and/or complex cases. 
Our clinicians hold lower caseloads than many other community mental health 
facilities in an effort to uphold excellent standards of care and reduce barriers for our 
clientele. Our agency is founded on the ideals of helping clients build competency, 
connection and community to support mental health.

Currently Ryther has several programs and departments including our general 
outpatient services, school based therapy services, intensive care programs, 
integrated care programing, transitional youth services for unstably housed youth and 
young adults, substance use treatment programs, co occurring treatment programs 

and our neurodivergent programs. Historically we have held a residential program for 
youth ages 2-13 but closed this in early 2020. We are hoping to again offer residential 
services to youth in early 2022. As far as infant mental health, Ryther has begun 
growing its programs over the past several years by building out our PCIT program 
and child parent psychotherapy (CPP) program. Promoting first relationships would be 

an important addition to our offerings. Ryther as an agency has a vested interest in 
increasing our offerings to young children. As such, our leadership and advancement 
department will help in promoting this program in order to recruit participants for our 
clinicians undergoing training. We will accommodate time for training and 
flexible schedules to attend consults an ensure we address any other needs to receive 
this training.
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St. Stephen Housing Association (SSHA) has been part of King County’s homeless 
provider network as a transitional housing provider since 1989, serving families 
experiencing housing crises and homelessness in South King County with affordable 

housing and support services. Along with the supportive services we offer, our 
program has provided between 25 and 30 families per year an affordable place to live 
while working toward stability. Our mission is to support households with housing and 
support services by helping them overcome barriers to and regain permanent housing 
as quickly as possible. Our small staff have over 40 years of combined experience of 

serving families experiencing homelessness and helping them return to permanent 
housing. We serve families from all racial and ethnic backgrounds, although about 
75% of the households in our housing program are from the Black, Indigenous, 
People of Color (BIPOC) community. We use a Housing First approach to services and 
are committed to regular evaluation of our program policies and procedures for areas 

where we can be better aligned to this orientation. St. Stephen Housing Association is 
known as an effective service provider that is willing to serve families experiencing 
some of the highest barriers. We have a reputation for our dedication to vulnerable 
families, including those turned away by other programs.

The core components of our program are affordable housing and support services. 
Even though we are categorized as transitional housing, we have incorporated many 
Housing First principles into our program, including reducing families' length of stay, 
a more narrow focus on housing related goals, and the use of progressive 
engagement. When families enter the program, we immediately focus on steps 

needed for the family to move to their own permanent housing. Our program also 
uses a strengths-based, client-centered, trauma-informed care approach to working 
with families, meaning we focus on the potential and capabilities that families have, 
rather than solely focusing on what is missing. These strengths have helped our 
families survive trauma and loss and our program aims to reinforce the skills and 
attributes of this resilience.
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