
Lactation and Perinatal
Support Services Awardees



Center for Indigenous Midwifery is an Indigenous-led educational 
organization. Our mission is "Strengthening community by 
honoring, supporting, and reclaiming Indigenous midwifery care 
and culturally-centered family support." We are committed to 
supporting the health and well-being of pregnant and parenting 
families. Our focus is Native American/Alaska Native community, as 
well as Indigenous people from other territories who share our 
community.

Our approach is to connect and support Indigenous families directly 
as much as possible, to provide culturally supportive resources for 
those we are not positioned to directly serve (i.e. by providing 
culturally-appropriate resources for non-Indigenous providers to 
distribute) and to grow more Indigenous Birthworkers so that 
culturally matched care can become more and more possible.
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Global Perinatal Services (GPS) will provide community-based 

chest/breastfeeding and perinatal support services along with its 

collaborating partners to those in King County with the most 

significant disparities in breastfeeding initiation, continuation, and 

access to perinatal services, which includes, black, immigrant, and 

refugee communities in King County. These communities lack access 

to quality, adequate perinatal health care and social support, 

particularly childbirth education/ support for breastfeeding.
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The Pacific Islander Health Board of WA’s Best Start for Kids 
partnership program will incorporate our sacred traditional practices 
for maternal health and support, mental health support groups, while 
maintaining our childbirth education service and prenatal education 
Talk Stories podcasts offer and promote a comprehensive plan of 
care for our Pacific Islander communities, using the March of Dimes 
Supportive Pregnancy model.
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Open Arms plans to continue offering culturally relevant Perinatal 

Support Services, Lactation Support Services, and Birthworker

Professional Development building on positive outcomes for birthing 

people and their babies from our previously funded Best Starts for 

Kids programming. Services will be focused on King County residents 

who self-identify as Black/African American, Latine/Spanish 

Speaking, Indigenous, and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander with an 

intentional focus on reaching more Black families.

We will offer community-centered services for birthing people to 

promote protective factors that lead to healthy pregnancies and 

childbirth experiences and support on their lactation journey; and 

continue creating opportunities for more BIPOC birthworkers to 

receive training and support on their career pathway. Across all 

programs, Open Arms providers reflect the communities served and 

bring their lived experience and culturally relevant approach to 

elevating the strengths of families.
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