
Best Starts for Kids builds on the strengths of communities 
and families so that more babies are born healthy, more 
children thrive and establish a strong foundation for life, and 
more young people grow into thriving members of their 
community.

Best Starts for Kids is the most comprehensive approach to 
child development in the nation. While our strategies vary 
based on community need, all build upon the strength and 
resilience of children, young people, families, and 
communities.

Visit beststartsblog.com and subscribe. You will receive 
an email whenever we post RFP announcements, BSK job 
opportunities, and program updates.

STAY INFORMED!

WHAT IS BEST STARTS? Equity proactively builds 
strong foundations of 
agency, is vigilant for 
unintended 
consequences, and 
boldly aspires to be 
restorative… Equity is 
fundamental to the 
community we want to 
build.

– Best Starts’ Children & Youth 
Advisory Board Equity Statement 
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BEST STARTS FOR KIDS
BUILDING ON STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE IN KING COUNTY KIDS, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES

PHILOSOPHY
Our approach is simple: we work alongside communities to find out what’s going 
well so we can do more of it. We encourage innovative, culturally responsive 
programs built on the priorities and lived experiences of our communities.

Beginning before birth and throughout their 
lives, we work to increase the positive 
resources, relationships, opportunities and 
environments available to babies, children, 
young people, and their families.  

PROMOTION
We work to prevent things like stress, an 
unsafe environment, or insufficient 
opportunities that may prevent babies, 
children, and young people from establishing 
a strong foundation for life.

PREVENTION

We work to intervene early and provide 
support to children and young people who 
need additional resources to succeed.

EARLY INTERVENTION POLICY & SYSTEMS CHANGE
We work to change systems and policies so 
that all communities in our region can thrive 
and prosper regardless of race or place.

https://beststartsblog.com/


GET INVOLVED WITH BEST STARTS
The large majority of Best Starts for Kids funding will reach communities through 
results-focused contracts with community-based organizations, schools, and other 
organizations. Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for these contracts will be released in 
spring, summer, and fall of 2017.

These strategies focus on pre-natal programs and support for 
babies, young children, and their parents or caregivers. If 
your work supports pregnant individuals or children ages 0-5 
and their caregivers, apply for this funding.

These strategies focus on supporting positive development 
for children and young people as they progress to 
adulthood. If your work primarily supports youth ages 5-24, 
apply for this funding.

Over 2,000 community 
members gave input to 
shape Best Starts. 

These on-going 
conversations shape 
our guiding values, 
investment focus, and 
approach to change in 
our communities.

SUSTAINING THE GAIN

WE ARE LISTENING

LEARN MORE ABOUT COO: 
www.kingcounty.gov/coo

INVESTING EARLY

Children and families do 
best when the communities 
around them are thriving. 
But in King County, we have 
some of the greatest gaps in 
opportunity. 

Together, we are 
accelerating progress to 
address these inequities so 
that everyone can live in a 
healthy community—one 
with affordable quality 
homes and opportunities for 
jobs, civic engagement and 
cultural connection.

www.kingcounty.gov/beststarts

CHILD CARE HEALTH 
CONSULTATIONS

COMMUNITY-BASED 
SUPPORTS FOR PARENTS

DIRECT SERVICES HOME-BASED SERVICES

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR 
HEALTHY CHILD DEVELOPMENT

PARTNERSHIPS WITH 
SCHOOLS

PARENT & COMMUNITY 
CONNECTIONS

PIPELINE TO SUCCESSYOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Images by the Noun Project.

http://kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/health-human-services-transformation/coo.aspx
http://kingcounty.gov/depts/community-human-services/initiatives/best-starts-for-kids.aspx

